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THNCKING

According to the diction ‘ry, tscking ref-rs to the process of
seiling by vhich one seils sgeinst the winc¢ by continually veering =t
it from verying =ngles, a method of slenting svsy from the onslcught
of the wind, yet meking progress against it.

I ¢cn think of nothing more zpropos to cescribe my emotions in
promulgating @ fenzine built 2round » public personelity. In this
cese, Miss Diena Rigg. She of "The pvengers" show, cs well es Mr.
Pztrick MeccNee, the mele le=d of the series.

For the very notion of a megrzine (even on cmsteur effort such
~< this) built ebout a "ster" mskes one sutometicelly envision pimply
juveniles, sticky cenc¢ gooey vith over-pr-ising ¢nd gross distortions
of the truth. In chort, en cssemblage of immeture personelities
collected awout =néd proclaiming in a thousen¢ v.riestions how =bsolut-
ely fab so—and-so is.

Faced with this pre-judging by most of my peers, some bo¢s might
just forget the icdea. Yet here the zine lies before you. It is
edited end mimeographed by a supposedly msture acdult tax-peyer. It is
thus precented to you by benefit of a2 long history of smeteur publish-
ing end a determinstion by Yho H!mbl! & O'bt Stvn't To C'mm'nd,

L determinetion composed for the grestest pert of a simple ané calm
respect and eémiration.

To ye vho c¢ecry the notion, I simply point out that I cerry no
evingelicel banners., Ye who followeth other ro:ds; Teke thet rocd;

I follow my own.

Al so, it might be truthfully spoken that I hope never to see T&R
become some ssccherine broth, boring and felse. The topics undcer
discussion are very obviously delinecte¢ as being Miss Rigg, "Avengers”
and Patrick MacNee, and the enterteinment field in general. If ye be
not interested, pertske ye not of these pcges.

M so, this mimeogrephed little m~gazine, this fanzine, vill
comtinue under this cdirection snd from this adcéress only for so long es
it remeins for the loargest part a2 l-bour of love, If it ever cecses
being so, you mey rest assured that the editorship shell be passec to
more willing hencs. For this, to me, is # most enjoyeble project.

It pstently fulfills something very personzl end plezsureble. It
~1lows me a modicum of self-expression, of course., Bit it is mostly
simply 2n enjoyment.

Enjoy, enjoy, pick the flowers whilst thee may.

% ki iy 3¢

ONCE UPON A TIME Thic whole heng-up strrtec¢ ineuspiciously enough,
beldiéne. it Sraaete: ‘“The*el assic method 1s (I suppoce)

to get = hollow plt in the stomach region on first sight. Or i=s &

distress of the peptic region? Or is thet heertburn? ‘“etching TV one

tends to forget. ‘atching TV does lecd to excess gastric acid =t

any rcte,

In the neighborhood of Msrch, 1966, the gledsome cries of much of
Tetroit science fiction fendom led me to turn on the flicker box to
view "The Avengersh", It was z Monécy night. There ws this crrcked
pot on the show thet night who hed deciced to do in Mrs. Peel for
verdews slurs snd dmsalt'ss



. v =
Being of such frame of mind, he riggs this semi-ghostly mens 2

with a computer (if the boys from IBii sa it they must hrve cried

unctrollaply for an hour). £lso, he riggs it with = few ghostly

{ouches like icdenticel rooms gnd a corridor built on = nesrly friction-
ess ?urntgble. The trick being thot once #ithin the mense Our Emnma

will inveriably find herself returning to the scme room, reg:rcless

of where she goes. The idee being th-t Our Emma wouldst slip her

Peel so to spesk.

Naturslly the ingenious Mrs., Fmme Peeled her wey out of that trep
end trlked the computer into fusing its circuitry. Heri-k-ri as per—
formed by The Liberator. (In-group joke. The Liberetor is the teg
neme Honeywell Electronics is boosting. It's £ computer by meens of
vhich some outfit cen convert their filing systems from the usuecl
IBM—-directed botch into FORTRAN codeé systems @nd brck out into their
01d IBM system if need be again. Very vers=tile.)

- At eny rate, the show w:s extremely entertaining. With bells on.
As good =s THE BARON or I, SPY it appecred. But it didn't encé until
11:00 2t nocht znd I had to get up rt 5:00 Ack Emma the ne:xt morning
for rork. Somehow or other I didn't gemble thet I'C be seeing very
much of the show.

I Erent ts

From thet #isinterest to this nresent bright w-rm fleme? People
chrnge, or they woulést be truly unliveble to ecch other, Hopefully
they mature, their velues 2lter, and once in & vhile they obtain the
gat's to honestly enjoy something they might once hsve cecried =zs
being intellectuelly below them. Hopefully, this wrs the cese with
THE 2VENGERS. -

TV ‘wes below me. For thet metter, most of it. still is. But the
eight or ten hours » week the set-is on to what I went to see is very
corefully culled beforehand, Before it hac encec its 1966 se=zson,
the ol@ black-znd-vwhite MVENG:RS had teken holc of my fimegin=tion.

" For there w-s something there to teke hold of. There is the un-
forgettable high style, the high flair rnd finesse with which every
word anc movement in the show became encowed. I loved thchumour, the
pins, the «ry one-liners, the telegrephed nunch~lines =nc¢ the flekey
str-ight-feced deliveries. But throughout ell iofidE this, 1t wrs
constently noticeé¢ how the le-cs took the comperotively little offer—
ed them from = besicelly limited script enc¢ turned it into & delight
to the eye end esr. It beceme more then Jjust another sdventure show,
Tid enyone else feel that the blsck—ené—-hite shows wvere - trifle more
tightly written?

Just one Henor Bleckmen show have I see, the one ihere she wcs
recruited into the Russien spy network with dis=strous results for
~forementioned network. Just one show. The numerous ané@ learnec
British members of science fiction fencdom inevitebly nrocleim the old
shors to be oh, <o much better, you kno'. Meyheps. But indeed the
shov's presented here were so much better than the usual W steland
f-re, th:t the effect was shocking.

Not clways grest, but usurlly good.

Thus it rose Phoenix-like from the ashes of FBC =nc h:s felle n
- bedk =gain.’ The ratings were cuite steedy....but below the twenty-—
five million or so per night that the wizards of the Polls procliim
to the bresk—even point. But it -s cuite possible to f aldt in I offe
with it enyw-ys. :

It w-s entertcining, even the corniest shows. which is more thrn
mey be szid for the mrjority of mass entertzinment these d-ys.

Only one thing mekes the ceys pess more sloly. The suppnosition
thet THE AVENGERS will be beck ith us. Alcs, for only one more
spring, #nd then final finel fincl fincl blsckout.



-J I know, I know, ABC szys:it hes no. plens to bring TBRE AVENGERS
back. But consider these public: fects. -

ABC has bought and put in: the vaults thirteen (131 Count !'eml)
of the colour shows., = .

ABC is considered. a he.rd—-nose in money mc.tters. Can you  see
ABC shelling out the $$#$% necessary.to purchase thirteen more of the
high-priced shows enéd have them filmed 1f they intenced never to use
them? TFor the key word is the ™ever". - For the AVENGERS are due
once more to rise up 2s .a:Spring replscement for some bomb, -

Considering the new:.secsoniand some .of the leggerds left over
from past seasons, ABC will be very:.lucky indeed if only one hour-
long show turns turkey.- “This is not necessarily. = knock on 2BC. If
snyone gets knocks, it!'s the whole industry-for. pursuing the mythical
Average Men snd the ephermal Mass-Audience trick. If nothing else,
this endless pursuit for the: bigge t possible eudience leads to -
endless pursuits of.the Perfect Show for everyone. Imsginetion con-—
Jures up an hour-léng: color series about this.lovely teencged nun with
a sordid pest who meets Jesus Christ on Beach Red =t Ter: =2 after
being introduced by VWillieam Shekespeare. More on that subject leter.

In any event, it is no secret in the industry or elsewhere thst
each of them zre alreedy viem.ng some pilots and laying production on
for some series to replace.s few pre-selected bombs, Yhen ABC elresdy
has a "Second Seeson® ﬁ.ll-in that can practicelly guarantee a :
devot ed audience (however smell...probebly over 15 million anywsys),
it would take a stermer mind then mine.to believe thet THE .AVENGLRS
shzll never see life on the cathode tube agein.

Those of you vwhom I talked with at the New York Science ‘Fiction
Convention will recall thet I wes. very much-more emphstic on the
matter then this. Thet-I ouoted some nsmed: 2né stzted which show
would be replaced with Mrs. Peel and Steed ané¢ their Mmazine Electric
Mventure Machine. - :
~But good taste; common: smse “nd the Michigen Libel Laws prevent
me Trom being more specific in print. If any of you appear at the
OctoCon. I111 let ye have sll the info I have,

For those vwho haven't heard of it before, the OctoCon is a very
informal smell gathering of thirty-five or forty Michigan-Ohio-Indisna
science fiction 'fans. ‘The fourth snnual OctoCon will be held at the
Greentree Inn, 1935 Cleveland Road, Sendusky, Ohio, on October 7 =nd 8,
Prenkly, unless you-live .right in the immediate are, I'd not reccomend
thaet a new fzn attend. Generally spesking it's =n o0ld cronies con—
vention, and there!s no program whetsoever, o S

So, I view THE AVENGERS returning in the Spring. Sometime shortly
cfter New Yearts, I believe. -Before then, Rigg is scheduled to appest
on CBS, but turn to NEWS AND NOTES for thet information.

THE AVER.&GE MAN AND OTHER FAIRY TALES FOR THOSE YOUNG IN HEART Whilst

in this
freme of pind, let me comment a moment or two on + few apt similes.
Publishing Anc‘ Television, end non't they ever learn the lessons of
the other?

. For yay these many moons, 7@ heve mtched the decllne of the
printed page. At least in science fiction ‘fendom, h-ve loudly decried
the Passing Of An Age.

Thirty yesrs 2go, the oft-repeeted ouotetion goes, there vere over
thirty five pulp magazines in reguler production at any given moment.
As well es the grest semi-pulps like BLUEBOOK of fon¢ memory, ARGOSY
when it wes an all-fiction pulp end others. Itermixed with them on
the stands vere a host of other reguler mags which as ¢ matter of
course padced out it s pages with some tsle from =n author!s pen.



- There w~s the Romence pulps, the forerunners to the Confess—\\zd
ion mags. There were the Vesterns, those glorious shoot-em-up!'s.
There were the Mr Wer megs, with dering aces flying their rickety
Sp-ds and Sppwith Ccmels into the turbulent sky. There were Pirzte
mags, Jungle stories, end a2 double score of detectives. They rengec
from Oriental OQuarterly to THE SHADOW on cdo'n to DIME WEEKLY., In
th=t groun were the old stelwerts of the science fiction fielg,
MI*7ING, ASTOUNDING and THRILLING wONDER.

L Most of the fiction in the pulps lacked = grest cezl of origin-—
2lity end polish, but they ¢ere chsrming. Plus decicdedly cheep for
the times. Don!t forget that spart from rsdio =né the movies the
pulps hed the enterteinment field to itself. TFor vsudeville hrd all
but died@ out end the Grect Depression h=d movecC the gre2t mrcss of
Mmeric-ns out of their fevorite movie seets. They just couldn't
afford to seec a movie every weekend. But = »ulp coulcé be rezd end
re-re~d ~nd even trzcded for some other pulp, :

well, evolution heppened, The movie houses boomed cduring the
war, en¢ two enemies of the pulp appecred in their infcnt form. The
TV set ~nd pocket-books.

Todey the nroces- is 211 but complete. The Confession mags
super-slick fiction, frn m gs like Movie Life occuny one wing of the
fiction field. The super-super slicks like TIME and POST elbow out
much of the rest of the meg line. Scueezed in—-between c°s 3 minnow
between wh-les, lie the remeining fiction m-gs. The hendful of
science fiction megs, a few things like FLLERY QUEEN zn¢ THE MAN FROM
U.N.C.L.E. snd that most strenge of all the pure fiction mags, the
FATE snd Flying S=sucer group.

For fiction still sells like hotcekes. But when people recd,
they rezd the latter-day pulp, the pocket-book. They rezd millions
ond millions of them. 'het crumbs fall off thet l=vish teble is
sheot the fiction mrgazines share of the merket amounts to. :

ihilst the science fiction fans and publishers bemoen the death
of science fiction, #sn interesting phenomena occured next docr, SO
to spesk. The birth of the specialty mag.

Evolution continues, for now the giants ~re threatenéd by the
multiferous spre=é of the special interest zine. Next time you're
dovm to your locsl magazine rack, notice ho: many mags there are for
which there is, in the very nature of the thing, a limited merket,

Ski buggs end buffs. Hi-Fi acdicts. Recing #nd Drag end Mickey
Mouse (well gedgeted) cer enthusiests. There is ¢ needlepoint meag
or three. Bird-watching, conservation, photography, guns encé shoot-
ing, hunting end fishing, football, basebsll, soccer, curling, astro-
nmy, cooking, curling, ksrcte..... 3

You name the specizl interest group end todey it hes.at leest
one if not more megezines.

One noint of these mcgazines I'cd like to Tub in some peodle's
noses. They 2ll mecke money. A profit. The geetus. The cl¥nk end
shift.

They do it by ignoring the uhviolet-ble rules promulgcted by the
big slicker mrgazines cnd concentreting on the specielty market. If,
by Ghod, there wes some way any of the science fiction megs could
capitalize on such a procedure you can bet your bottom doller thet
they'cd be doing it. But to do so they'd heve to stop being fiction
mrgs,ladcy.

So, ¢t leest the cuthors ond meny of the editors heve turned
to the pocketbook field to recepture some of the sudience the megs
ere missing. It's about the only way they cen find to do so. The
fiction megs just plein simply heve too smell an appeel bose and too
smell a capitel base to elbow aside the big magazines eny.

But =n interesting thing is occurring in TV or will be noticed
in & few yeers.



éi/ Attempting to eppesl to everybody is cresting its owm herd of
frenkenstein monsters snd =any herriec TV executive you can corner

vill be more then gl-d to bené your e:zr zbout the meny pnroblems be-
setting him. Chiefly they're tied to finences. They have teo ch-rze
impossible retes for the four or five hours of nrime time, znd to
justify these retes hrve to reke in so-and-so meny million viewers
per show to creste en imrge to the advertiser thet he's getting his
money's worth.

No, I con't believe psy-TV is coming.

The rest of the network time is so much grrboge they fill un with
ouiz gemes #nd re-re-re-runs of I LOVE LUCKY (or is it LUCY).

The Grest fmericsen VWestelsnd of song -nd story.

Costs to procuce a show heve zoomed and zoomel end zoomeC =gein
as erch network hes tried to outcdo the other. (uite frynkly, when
friends speck longingly of the olc live dé¢rametic shows, I vonder ho
they'd stenéd un zgesinzt todey'!s souped-up s»nectecctulers. Nrme sters,
color, full of expensive gadgets =nd gowns cnc¢ the hiccden costs of
endless miles of film thet wes clipned from the shows thct see the =ir.
I voncer how well they'dst-ck up =2grinst & modern shoot-em-up for
sheer overnowering effect., The overpowvering is the key rord. Not good
but just overpowering. The story h-s gone =#nd the fl=k work h-s
t*ken over,

Besicrlly thic is vhy they folded ~nywrys. People woulc r-ther
watch GUNSMOKE or Bilko or Lucy then Chekov or 'Wagner or cistressing
dremas ceteiling the sorrovs of illegitimete children. For you h-ve
to sit there ~n¢ think = little bit to epprecicste such shots. Thet!s
uncomfortable. It'!s much more comforteble to turn off your mincd end
wztch the umpteenth umptéenth bit of trouble Hoss gets in on BONANZA.

But 2 dipinishing point is eventuslly re~ched in this frentic
ret-rsce to canture the Average Man. At me noint the "entertzinment"
is so gimiicked =ncé rigged to sppeal to the l-rgest nossible audience
that it loses its appeal to anybody. I will admit thet TV, like gov-
ernment, is usuzlly just exectly what the pcople woant, end since the
"People" wstch BEVERLY HILLBILLIES we she2ll get many more BiV' ALY
HILLBILLIES 2né imitstions. ;

How they cry, cn they =fforé to do otherwise?

Asice from snice comments on how they dug themselves into this
rat-r=ce in the first place, let us wonderingly consicer o fey minor
but selient facts.

The ubicuitious poll-t ker ccn no cdoubt give us mcny st-tistics
on the i vercge income of the m:mny levels of the TV viewers. I -oncler
1f he coulc give us the versge income of the type who ususlly =ctches
a moderetely intdlligent show like 215T CINTURY? CBS PLAYHOUSE? THL
fVENGERS? Furthermore, whst such -~ viewer might more willingly snend
his money on?

Such ¢ study might cs-ve one or tsio shows ver network which would
othervise be scr-ped. For -n "cvertiser would move willing spenc his
money to resch the desired sudience, r:ther thsn shecr shotgun effect
r8vertising.

But = more thought-provoking one is the thought of sneci-~lty-
cligned formats for shoe¢'s. The scecialty m=gs cdo not try to capture
the m-ss of the m~tket. Just some of it. inc they m-ke money.

The icdes of the ste dy viewer. The vieving levels of THE
AVENGERS, =s en exsmple steyed fentasticelly sterdy =11 Spring. With
less of = dip for the sumer re-run: thaon might be expected.

Assuming thet the retings systems sre ~ccurste (#nc¢ there is =
little something to st:rt sn ~rgument over!), th-ot me-ns thst the
gre=test pcrt of thst 2udience v 's vh:t smounted to z coptive ~ucience,
“eek ofter week, for that hour ezch night, the zdvertiser could reelly
sock his message (with v-ristions)to these peonle, snc¢ reclly perfomm
the sort of s-tuestion crecmed of by meny M2dison "venue men.



ﬁow well could én »dvertiser be sold on the ides thst he isn'égl
reach;ng'hordes end hordes of miliions of vie ers with smell effect
but hitting 15-20 million with nezrly devrstoting effect, for a TV
show? Peron~lly I tune out the ods with my sutomstic scenning de—
vice celled = brein, but Macdison Avenue s-ys even I cdon't tune
everything out ell the time.

How would an =dvertiser like the notion of ¢ ceptive rudience
as opnosed to the normsl Big Retings Avercge Msn audicence?

For thot metter I could meke some comments on the €ffectiveness
of TV ~dvertising, but no one else seems to believe them.
; Meybe this is 211 neive thinking, but it is obvious that the
1dea%ization of the mythicel Averesge Men ic running the netiorks
strsight up egeainst the lcw of vdiminishing returns. ‘Yhere to next,
Mr. Network? More of the sfzme nd more of the scme =fter thet to
solve the problems that more of the same is cre:-ting right no:?

Spezking of their nroblems, it might be cuit= helnful if the all
but unspprosccheble scripting he-ds could be reeched by the profession-
al writer more ersily. Knowing some forty or fifty toler=ably well
through science fiction frndom, the common pleint of the esuthor is
that he isn't ¥norn to the scrinting hesd. They commonly refuse to
even bother with someone ho hasn't sold twn or thirty scripts before
to. the networks. In short, if vou're not » member of the semi-per-
msnent staff, your stuff is not even read,

¢ we hesve the objectionsble condition vherein the vriters of
ecch new Seazson 2re very much the ssme fl=ks sho m~neged to kill off
a:gpecly prenontion of l=ist yecr!s sgeries.

Do you ever wstch = show -nd feel thet you've ceen it before?
Yeu, probzbly heve, thirty or forty times, zn¢ even the precent
nzythor" probzbly couldn't tell you who wréte the original script
that they #11 keep pirating.

NOTHING IS SACRED Including the msgazine you holc¢ in your sveaty
nslms 2t this moment. To be ~bysmelly frenk, yho

editor would apreciste it very much indeed if you out there would
contribute something. Art-ork, yesl Letters! Thoughts on the
verious personclities en¢ ouestions rezised. /nything st =114

I'm hoping that Ted Vhite will do 2 complete dissection on the
aging corpse of the Gerforth ZVENGERS pocketbooks. The quzlity of
the aforementioned litersry miscarrizges f=irly shrieks for mm ~bove-—
avercge exemple of the merciless critique. Ancd if anyone cin do a
neot knife-job on = piece of spoilt meat like the four Gorforth
Berkley novels, it ic our owm Ted. Inde:c¢ one might nearly surmise
th=t % is ccse of the Vhite man!s burden.

Any clippings or articlecs you yourself might “rite cre welcome.
If nothing®else, this editor cen =ttempt to aid you in tizhtening the
article or whrtever up. I may not get goléd stirs cs - vlelder of the
blue pen, but 2s ecitor of this rzging zine I co enjoy some peroget—
ives of power,

Anyone cere to loon me their copy of YANTRO wherein Te¢ white
expouncd ed on THE AVENGERS? Wy YANCRO sub is long long ce: C.

FAPA, YOU IS SO LUCKY This copy is being post-meiled to the August,

1967 F/PL meiling. I hope to gein ¢ few fine
capsble sturdy souls thereby. Eesicdes F/PA hesn't hesr¢ from me in
quite a while. Thusly, you -~re getting this bec=zuse:

X _FAP} member. You comment or ___ FIPA Waiting Lister. Ditto.
this is"it, ib2by. Sen¢ money, mord or out.
5 I know ye. You're grest. Egoboo in here. Hunt.
Tr~des. If you con't #znt to Mcy M:¢in signed your neme as
— tr~de, tell me so, ple-se. a member of /VENGERS fencom.

Great Unw:shed Avengers F:ndom. Contributor or eide.
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BREAK OUT YOUR VILLY THE SHAKE'S The following is » cuote from a \Jl,

Tt h recent TV Guide. "Dienz Rigg &nd
pﬁv1d Warner will rpneecr in the Roysl Shckesperre Compsny'!s product-—
ion of "A [ic sumier Night's Tresm on CBS..." J

Thet wes it, for the moment. I immedi-tely wrote CBS recuesting
some type of informetion on the mrtter, photos if they h-d -ny, all
based on the =ssumption this wes to be 2 CBS Plesyhouse nresent-tion
scheduled for sometime this fell. They hrve yet to sznsver my letter,
but I might be able to obt-in some type cf fovour:ible re’ly in &
future missive.

For more information hes sped my wey. In the Tuesdey, September
19th, 1967 edition of the Detroit NEWS, the TV columnict hr@ : mite
to szy on the matter. Fronk Judge, the columnist in cuestion hes
held his post for some yesres, =nd though somevhst blend, is generelly
reli~ble. He st=ted:

"Dien» Rigg, the cute-looking spy who ron & loyal folloving in
ABC's "The Avengers" %111 be bock on television this se:son - with
the Royzl Shckespesre Company.

She vwill apnesr -s Helensa in "A Micdsummer Night!s Tresm". The
comedy will be the first of & series of CBY Specizls by the English
Compeny. No 2ir dete has been set.

Sterring #with her rs Lysencder will be Devid Werner, who #fsS seen
with Venesse Redgreve in the movie, "Morgsn!"

After its telecast on CBS, "A Midsumner Night!s Dreem" will play
in movie thesters on 2 recerved-cest besis.

The nrocuction i< now in rehersrsal in Fngl:nc, with filming
scheduled to stzrt on locstion leter this month in Stretford-Upon-
Avon. "

First off, I sup ose you ell know thet Miss Rigg spent some two
years with the Royzl Chekespecrsn Compeny prior to lecving to finc more
grassy fielfs, so to spedk, If rnything cen be said for the Compeny,
(en@ = grest desl cen)you lecrn drematic discinline there. Ifter a
gruelling course there, one is ready for most anything. In meny weys
sworking vith the Compeny might be srié to prrallel Derwin's Theory
0f Evolution.

The Fittest Ffurvive; £2l1l others perish.

Faced with the t-sk of keeping up with these profession-ls, our
Miss Rigg managed to grow snc become en excellent creftsmen in her
orn right. Yhen ye w=tch her in # show it is exceedingly eacsy to lose
sight *@f ‘the fact that~it 'is-all a'pkEpiy ‘A Prefestionsl’ dlv2ys mskies
e job look ersy.

At eny rete, it shoulcd be much like 0l¢ Home ‘eek for Miss Rigg
whilst 2t Stratford-Upon-Avon. But I do sincerely vish I knew the
ecting crecentisls cuite e¢ well of Mr, D:rvidé Werner, Only in one
respect can I clessify his trlents.

He!s a professionel too. /né = derned gocd one.

The "Morganl" referred to ~bove wecs - singuler movie, with + very
bitter-sweet tone to it, ¢ trcgi-comedy with & 1 ugh ¢ minute., But
for 211 the lrughter, you coulcd ses thst Morgen's merviege wes going
to pot onéd rould st=y there simmly bec-use he vas het he wes, Morgen.
Thet strenge wild, half-nzive, h~1f-foxy Innocent of N ture. Vmness=
pleyed his wife, 2nd¢ you coulc see the hurt =nd joy thet living with
Morg n brought to one. She could not heve loved him if he vwere zny
different sort of = half-msn-half-boy-hel f-gorille,...but she could
not live with him 2s long s he wes thet way. Ycu see, Love does not
conquer =11 or solve =11 the »Hroblems. Sometimes it cen just meke
things worse.

A very strenge, very sad, very funny movie. Venesss &g goocd, oh
she wee so good, But D-vid VWrrner was stupendous.



\27,In 2ll respects I would state thet he is = perfect type for Dizne
Rigg to come up agsinst. Unlike the losers of this world, the very
jerlous Gods of the mecdiocre, the Vinners, the Go-Ahercers compliment
e~ch other. If even moderetely well handled, the show should be 2
recl mosterpiece. 2 cecse of the sum of the perts becoming greeter.

YOU SEE, THEY HAVE ACTORS AND ACTRESSES THFRE..NOT STARS { can hﬁrdly

eeve the
thought of "Morgenl!" without some thoughts on the type of film ~rt -t
nresent ené¢ lately crriving here from Jolly Ol¢ Fnglenc. For 2t this
neriod, the tight little rainy isle seems to be exceptionelly fortuncte
in nutting forwrrd a large number of especielly bezutiful members of
the acting profession. Besutiful in the sense of being ouite good.

For with the exception of 6ur Miss Rigg, one common noint of
these lovely souls is th:t they ere rerlly not so very very h:ndésome,
or voluptuous.

I refer to the Redgr-ve's, V-onesse, Lynn end Michzel, D-vid
warner end Rite Tushinghemn.

’h, the memories that phlfnsx stires.

THE GIRL WITH GREEN FYES, the evocetion of sorrow end insight.

In 211 eespects, you journey with this wilé fey Irish sparrow anc¢ for
all the »nein she gernered you csn only s=ay; "This is her. She would

not trade a2 moment of the hesrtbrezck for then you must trafe some of

the joy as well., Mé =fter 211, Life is the mixing of the two. And

she di¢ gain the mightily thereby'". A beeutiful movie.

Lynn Redgreves, who b-ckecd up Rite in the -bove of cource is now
a full-blown star in her own right. This h~s come =bout beczuse of

"Georgy Girl". Some porties talk of "sudcen stzrdom" but do not resl-
ise the bsockground l2ié¢ beforehand. For Lynn shone in Georgy Girl.
You see, che seemed to reclize thet besuty ceme from within., If you
didn't renally believe in it, it wesn't sny gocd, ycu see. /Mnd Lynn
hzs it, Reslly, just & little bit more mayheps thsn her sister
Venessa,

’h, no' there is » big, bony strange vomen. The part in BLOW—
UP wes really too young for her, but it meCe her o "St-r"® I c=upnocse.
It is really a pity thet so very little of her shorec¢ up there. The
notentizl she could bring forth.

BLOW-UP was a something that were so very, very strennge. The
wvhole movie lay in thet finsl set, the tennis m-tch né the invisible
tennis beli. He could still pick up the invisible ball there =t the
end, but it had lost its flcvor, the ball dissip-ted even then. He
knew by then there wzs z resl 'orld out there. The worlcé of fent-sy
had lost its savor. Back there 2= no turning but he wes no more the
strenge unresl lacd he hac been before. He obtained whet he h:d wented
-nd found whrt he h-d been un-ble to obtain hsc¢ turned =211 other things
te SO milch ditsits

Mich-el Recdgrave must be mentioned, if for nothing else for his
i MAN FOR ALL CEASCNS. He is # men with few perellels. YWithout being
portentous he presented his brief »nd won the ccse before the eyes of
the worlc.

An outst:nding phlcnex. But then the English sctors s#nd -ctresses
always €id hove ¢ straonge fey vzy of shoring us the trouble s verson
so does delve himself onto.

At =ny rate, he over six foot tall, Devid Yorner is, & very
especiecl necessity for males playing opoosite Miss Rigg. His blond
very craggy goocd looks should go well i¢ith the unreal perfection of
‘hat mey vell be Englend's Most Perfect Face.

The o0ld diclogue of how impossible it 'tis to pszint the Perfect
Face mey be more than an o0ld B-movie cliche. £long with such womm
phreses as how impQnbafitywisghsnior «any-artitat. Ho ssuffer.



For, =fter trying my hend =t it = few number of times, I must\i;i
20mit myself mestered by the difficulties Dians Rigg presents. I cen
hold no brief for myself =s sn =rticst in any ccse, &s my vork doth
evidence. But I must stecte thet Disns Rigg hes the smocthlest fine
fece in Fnglish acting. It is cuite B8fficult to draw it in line
style, ot lezst, becsuse it is so very flawless. Congrstuletions
Miss Diena Rigg. The =rtists of the orld mesy wind up detasting you
for presenting such a perfect viszge before them.

By the way...mother difficulty. Hesve eny of you ever noticed
before thet she hes the very slightest, the merect hing of freckles?

Freckles.

I cennot get over
it. Cen you im=gine
e gavky big skinny
girl, very neerly ,
shspeless, perheps in |
some rigid school ( i
uniform, =nc¢ =fflicted 3"
with this big wide bsnd*
of freckles =2cross her ﬁ
fece?

Yet the thought
lends reality to my
crution to 211 my com-—
natriot s here that a
public personclity es
is Dienz Rigg mucst be
viewed in =11 four
dimensions. Not only
is she a vitesl soul with N - 3
its indivicduelities N Bl e
ané eccentricies. ¢She b R
is ebove &1l 2 voman.

She is young and all the
rorld of consequence

very neearly lies =t her
feet... ©She hes a family,
vith = mother =&nd father
end relztives, including
m~yhaps en Aunt Meude who
lays constent inunctions
before Miss Rigg that she
really ought to get
married.

She has e past, too,
you see, A chilchood,
growving un and up end up and
up snd =211 the nroblems thet
such & stete means to 2 sensitat-
ive and intelligentgirl. » girl
who found herself quite litereally
herd =nd shoulcéers sbove her
classmctes 'nd neers. I vonder
how she menaged to hzndle thece
other girls st this sencit:rtive
moment in time? VWhen the "pack"
inclination wouldst be to exclude
her? ‘hether she hed pig-te=ils, dia
she go to Leeds University for a spell
as T have herrd? Wwss she 2 Public School

1?2 The Bublic system is the British privete school systen.




in} You see, after ell, vetve so very littls to go on. Only this ¢o
we have where much of the world is ignor-nt; This much we hrve cis-
covered from her roles &s portrzyed on the telly; This much re knov

besides the yeeming to know more; ‘e know it is worth the rhile to

know her the better. ‘e feel it is vorth our vwhile to know her for
has so very, very much to offer us.

2t =y rete, I exnect thet aside from = Sh-kespe ren Compeny,
the Great Unwashed Avengers Fszndom sh:1ll very shortly heve the greztest
knowledge extent of Shckespeare's "A Midsumner Night!'s Dre~m®™. " e
sh~1l very likely be the most well versed =ssemblcge on that subject
in the vorld. Have to, feithful lads anc¢ lascies.

MACHIAVELLI IN A BENTLEY 43LITRE Potrick MccNre, I feel, slso hsis e

great deel tb offer us. It is very
difficult, of course, to seperate the actor from his role. ‘hich is
yhy there is so much conflict esmongst the nrofessionzl ectow!s legel
to steying with & series on the telly too long. One becomes marked
with the brand of the ch-r=cter nortrsyed.

Observe the netural inclin:ction of most AVIENGRAS fens to think of
Diana Rigg as Mrs. Fmma Peel. John Steed w=s obviously a similer boon
and curse to Patrick MacNee.

But John Steed was rslso v<:ry much the pnerfect Renzissance Men.

For those unfsmilisr with the term, it refers to that perfect incivid-
ual, 2 mythicel goal set for 2l1 le: rned gentlemen in the henzissznce
world. To whit, that one chould be gifted d conversant in all
worthy fields of endeavour.

One shouldst be 2 poet, & minstrel, a great warrior :nd tecticien.
Piplomat 2nd Politician =nd 2 person adept in the arts of eamour, in
fine theology, in fachions of the dzy ~nd the great erts, of peinting,
sculpture, thectre an¢ music. Versecd exceedingly well in medicine,
menners snc courtly gestures, multi-linguel, murcderous in ermour &nd
able to use all weapons. One must be a gourmet, o connisseur of fine
horses #end fine wines, well-rerd 2nd =2 superb mcn- ger of economics &nd
the erts of finance, &s well =2s farms, ships, spices, silks, Flemish
wools and Bohemian import texes and judger of fine stones.

The list must zltered now to include ballictics and virdousology
and enzyme chanistry and dio-trensistor electronics ¢nd journclism and
meny others. But John Steed is obviously one of this ege's cherscter—
izations of the Perfect Feneisscnce Man. Not necessarily beccuse such
perfecticn hes been achieved, It w~s not, even for th: mythicsl per-
sonality Petrick MacNee wore so well one hour 2 veck.

But the striving for perfection, the reslization thst such en
ideal is worth the effort of e:tension of one!s self, wes what John
Steed hed. It is very s&c¢ thst such o letter-day Rensissznce Men must
be Fnglish rether then Y:nk or Csnadizn to be believeble. We heve no
such thing today in our nhilsophy, 2t le-st thet couldst be =cknowledg-
ed as such. Tor the iderclizstion of such well-rouncdec¢ perfection would
unp2lstable to the te-rs-down-of-imcges that pesses for =2 spirit nere
today. John Steed would be mocked, nd crlled e goof, becruse he is so
very nonunéersteandable to my neighbors.

The day of the Jeffersonisn Commnon M~=n h-s zrrived, but he hes
arrived by stpiving to tear everything covn to his level, it seems. He
cennot allow the existence of ¢ny other ideal but his own version of
"eouslity". Yet he ideslizes the soulless visurlizetion of the "cool”
private eye. Herd drinking, hsrd shooting, hard lowing, etc., end will
"bunp off" the villeins in the enéd. I'11l be judge, I'1ll be Jury, said
cuniiing 016 Fury..... Now-days this imege is slicked up to include the
erd cizaless cunning of Jemes Bond. But the slick fececde of James Bond



: \
resembles more closely that of Mike Hrmmer than John Steed. There Is
the matter of finesse end style, =t least. £nc¢ motivetion.

John Steed expends his universe, he secrches ~n¢ sttemnts
greater achievements for their o'n scke. Jomes BonC cdresses well,
shoots well esnc¢ knows his Pomimards., All bectuse it is useful, his
manners end imege is merely something useful to him. 2 businessmen
dealing vith ©1d meat? 2ncd Steed the intellectual? Meyhaps.

Neturelly the next cuestion one must ask must be just how much
of John Steed was Patrick M=cNee an¢ vice versa? It is one thing to
be incependently well off ~c John Steed, end cuite another to be 2
long-time professional cctor named Pstrick MccNee vho meanzged to land
himself 2 lush mle a2nd & few very gool yeers &s the msle lecd of
THE AVINGERS.

Agein that word professional. Patrick MacNee wes another. The
msn wrs &S obviously alive end multi-foceted s Diena Rigg, the Red-
gr-ves =nd a2 few excentionzl others. Someone once csaid that everyone
had at least 2 hundred hours of converszstion in them. People like
Mr. MzcNee, once unbent, I cen well imogine discoursing intelligently
and relevently for weeks on end.

There is something there, you say to yourself. ¥%hen you pick it
up znd sheke it, it cdoesmn't rottle.

It's exactly the few souls vho don't rattle in science fiction
fendom thst essentielly m:ke it so interesting =nd worthwhile.

Md egzin, one must re:lize thet Prtrick MecNee hezs more thean
three dimensions slso. Apart from the Now ~né the personality and
smile we have Seen, we reslize thet the clothes (vhich do so positiv-
ely help to meke the man, =t lesst in pert) are merely ¢ vehicle for
the personslity inside. Yhat mede him en actor? Dicd he go one of
the old-line Universities, or one of the red-brick!s? ‘het sort of a
life hes he led? Ves he in the Armmy &né the Wer?

I simply don't know anything cbout the men spert from that
splendid front he nut on once = week, however much cherzcter shone
through.

There is one thing you out there can help me with. Anything you
might have in the way of articles is ecarefully solicited. Some of
you might have something no one else hes. Simply becruse it «as
n-tion=1ly published, or whetever, c¢o not assume thet it wes either
noticed or clipned out.

Plecse send them in, or at least let me know vhat you have. I'll
write ye and tell ye vhether anyone else hzs offered the info to me.

..PLASTIC EMMA, RIDING ON THE DASHBOARD OF MY CAR.... Reclly she coes—
n't, but the

tune seemed sppropos. The line itself refers to asomewhet ~nti-relig-
jous ditty titled, "Plastic Jesus, Plestic Jesus, Riding On The Dash~
board Of My Csr". ‘Vhich itself refers to the nonundersézencable end
very csuperstitious nrectice of some types here of placing plecstic
figurines of Christ, Infents of Prrsgue znd the such on their desh.

The plastic Pume, hovever, exlsts.

At New York I wes informed thet there existed a Corgi Toys Gift
Set #40. Origin=lly it ceme out for l-st yezar's Christmes Serson, but
evidently mever caught on over here. It does not surprise me.

The set itself consicsted of:

One red with black trim 1927 Bentley LeMans 43 litre (four on
the outside, side horn, etc.) approximstely 53 inches long.

One gray-suited figurine, rubberoid, wesring e bowler 2nc drivipg
said Bentley LeMans. Right hand sect.

Nne black rolled umbrella with melacce hendle, about =n inch long.



\é} One white lotus Flen S2 with mov:ble black bucket seats, a rois~
,,/able hood or front bonnet, approximately 43 inches long.

One stending white suited femsle figure, bell-bottoms to trousers,
vhite Beetle-type cep and vhite gloves....naturelly supposec¢ to the
figure of Mrs. Fmma Peel,

The painted rubberoid figurines are rsther flakey, no features,
poorly painted, s is the wont vith such mass-procduced dolls. Don't
expect very much from them,

On the other hand, the sutomobiles themselves are mzde sturdily
of thick znc¢ tough metsl, the tires are little gems, set beautifully on
their axles. Every detsil of the autos is perfect. The minute steering
wheels, the coor penels, the tail-lights, the wire rims for the Bentley
tyres, oh they are 2 delight to the eye &nd ginger-tip.

Unfortunctely the sek I bought cost me nearly $5.00., It w@es also
the 1last such set in the store.

George Young, who sole me the set there, is a frn end friend =nd
hes promised to look into the mstter of any additionsl sets. But do
not bet on either receiving =n unlimited supply through him or receiv-
ing eny recuctions in price. Therefore the sets would only sell snott-
ily even amongst rezlly herd-core AVENGERS f:ins.

If interested, I'é suggest you phone some of the Hobby stores in
your area #nd first discover if they ceal in the imported Fnglish CORGI
toy line. If they do, the next step is to =2sk zbout this set, by neme.
Or as THE AVENGERS set. If unsble to finé eny such sup»nlier in your
vicinity, write in and I'1l1l try to either get one or put you in touch
vith someone vho cazponurchase =nd msil a set to ye.

PATRICK MACNEE, BELLES LETTRES I now introduce to ye the surpricing
figure of Petrick MscNee, novelist.
Yes indeed, our ovn John Steed is 2 oriter. At least & co-author.

With Peter Leslie, Mr. MacNee hes authored a novel. The English
outfit of HODDER books has published two (count 'em, sob, only two)
pocketbooks by Patrick MacNee. The theme was....guescsl! Thet'!s right.
THE AVENGERS.

The two are DEAD DUCK and DEAILINE, both superlative mystery-esp-
ionzge novels, worthy of st=nding on their oin feet without the use of
the characters of Steed and Mrs, Peel. In this they are decidedly diff-—
erent from the Gerforth foursome. V‘hose outstending festure is = ree-
sonable supnosition that they would never hsve been sold to any pb out—
fit if the charszcters had not been Steed =nd Mrs. Peel.

One wonders, of course, how John Gzrforth fell into the choice slot
of nalming his unssleable rejects off on the public zs AVENGERS novels.
Thought s of Ipeing relsted to the nublisher, compromising photographs of
the chief ecitor resting in some solicitor'!s office, 23% of the out—
stending sheres of Berkley being ovmed by Aunt Bestrice =nd similer
idees spring to my mind. Certainly they were nver sold on their intrin-
sic merits, for they heve so very few,

I've resd DEAD DUCK thus far, ané shell attempt o criticque of it in
the next issue. Despite my obvious blind snots in reference to the
novel, But I've n=e yet seen DEfILINE, Yet I om slready reccomending
both to your wondering eyes.

As stated previously, they ~re excellent mysteries/espion=ge
thrillers, quite vorthy in their owm right. Even more excellent in my
ovn mind is the satisfying atmosphere cnd the cherocters =s presented
therein. It emphsticelly enc exectingly recreztes the personalitiecs of
John Steed -nd Mrs., Fmma Peel.

Miite expectedly John Steed is the mein hero of the boock, meke no
doubts =sbout this, Fmme Peel is definitely a "telented smcteur", end
is more henchvomen than hench to Steed. /s to be empected from John
Steed, or Patrick MacNee. But the cherscters ~re still John Steed =nc
Mrs, Fmma Peel. To a ¥T',



It wes on exceedingly refreshing experience, viewing the world
from out the eyes of John Steed. Not only cdoes the rorld-view of
the excellently intelligent Rencissence Man come scross, but the
vhole story is tightly written =nc¢ well cdetailed =nd edited.

Heezrtily reccommenced.

Now comes the c¢ifficult part, obtrining copies. 2 few steps have
alrercy been mede in thet cirection.

First off, the English price is 3/6!', or .49¢. In Cenada remaind-
ers h=ve been flogged off for .50¢@, but the supnly is evicdently
erratic end unsure. A few will be obteinasble from there, thrnks to ¢
kind-hearted Cenuck or two. But for the main-source, it shsll probrcbly
hzve to be Fnglend.

For this I've written to 2 pro book dezler there, a Ken Sl-tcr by
nrme, incuiring ebout the possibility of obtaining quantities from him.
If so, the price #ill be cover price, plus = few pence more per book
for whst it costs him to handle snd mail them. So, I guesstimate thet
by the time I 2dd my ovn meiling costs to send them to you, the price
vill be about .65¢. ‘e shcll see. Those tho want conies ere cdvised
to put their name on the list immediately.

THEY DON!T VANT FANS They just went some snonymous twenty five mill-
ion viewers per show. Bwt then you cen herdly
blzme them. Are you confused? Well, what I refer to is ABC.

)s you might be sware, this network is the one thet put out THE
AVENGZRS. Surprise!l Surprise! Well, s some of you might be a mite
peeved at me, I hodst better explain thet I received & mile drescing
Cown 2t ABC vwhen I dropned cdown there, Tuesday, September 5th. It
develops that a gaggle of AVENGERS fons ha2d practicelly descenced on
ABC en masse and they informed me in no uncertain terms that they were
not equipped to cCeel with l-rge groups of enthusissts.

So be warned. You spprozch ABC in person only ot your ovn risk,
and of course only one st = time. Play it very gently, match.

Ye might do better writing this address end requesting = few
AVINGERS photos. Ask for ~s mezny es you feel they might part with and
you might get more then one or two,

fmericen Broadcasting Co., 1330 Avenue of the Mmericas, New York
City, New York, 10023.

For those who really do appreciate photos of Rigg, MacNee, et ell,
turn to the back of this opus and mail in your money fast, fast, frst,
dor:'t stop to think, just sen¢ in your checks en¢ money orders. St-omps
velry reluctantly zccepted.

TS “for 2 gdogd cause, realiy it 1s.. "The TOFF Fung tobring
Tekumi Shiveno to the Berkley Worvld Sciénce Fiction Convention in '68.
To be held in Berkley, Ceslifornia.

Takumi is easily Jepen's best-known pro end fen, =nd one of the
first extant science-fiction fens in his country. The Los fngeles
groups stzrted the Fund, ené¢ are doing =211 they can to bring him over
here. So they're holding -~uctions, ssles, nun-funés 2né chenge-jars
and other gimmicks, with lots of goodies going on the block. l‘hilst
aT the New York City World Science Fiction Convention held there this
pest Labor Day weckend, I nledged my bit for the Cause. Namely, that
my duplicate Rigg-MecNee photo stills would be flogged for cash. In-
stec@ of pocketing the monies, enc¢ helping to pzsy for this thing, the
loot will be sent to the Fund. #Md believe me, they'll be going over
the books, too.

I'm just a2 big sentimentelist a2t heart.

It is immensely comforting to feel thst one hes at least one fine
feetur= to show the world, I wish I had enother.



MRS. PEEL IN PASTEL TONES There is a long and venerable tradition in
England thet concerns one of the facets

of life their youngsters ere accustomed to. I spesgk of their olc line

edventure magezines aimed at the young juvenile market. There is at

least the EAGLE for boys and DIANA for the girls, amongst other lesser

followers in the genre.

Fortunately the English publishing business has a long way to go
yet to reach the nresent Americen stete of affairs. Here the expenses
drive eut 211 but the largest firms, not to mention ruthless competit—
ive practices by everyone here from the Prestige book pubbers on dovn.
What with lower artist's rates, lower writer's rrtes and & larger
margin for the pubber, the tight little isle is dotted with hundreds
and hundreds of publishers =nd magazines and printers and binders.

The thorniest problem facing these outfits, alas, is the foct
that prices 2re rising =nd one by one the lesser firms are sterting to
bow out.

But for the moment these magazines continue, colouring the idecs
and thought pattems of Fngland!s young in their owmn unique way.

Imagine if you can a Sunday-Supplement—-sized magazine of about
forty pesges. The covers are wrap—around....in color-—-—znd feature on
both covers the 2dventures of whoever hazppens to be riding high at
the moment., Insice two—color comics teke over for another five or
seven pages, with like number at the end. Between them lie articles
end the all-importent juvenile 2dventures. Not comics but feature-
storys, with youngsters getting and out of scraps and trouble to the
eternal pleasure of the readers. In one EAGLE I remember Beading one
about a youngster whose father wes hot on the trail of some hi-
jackers on the Ml. Another who was willy-nilly teken on an codventure
on 2nd across the floor of the pacific with & 400-fpot high robot.
There was some three or four serials therein. The girl!'s stories in
DIANA were along much the same line, investigeting a house supposed
to be haunted but rezlly a fence(s warechouse. Some small-time teenag—
ed hood blackmailing the schoolkids for pennies =nd shillings whilst
his fether muscles for a stolen—-car outfit,

Well, it seems that DIANA et leczst had a2 cover-cover strip of....
Would you believe THE AVENGERS? But here is Robert Letona to tell you
about them.

n...I was forced to leeve at home...those issues of DIANA with the
AVENGERS pages, But never fear, I've written home already to have
someone exhume them from my Fibber McGee comic closet, and get the
same off to you thls weekend,

Reproductions would be fine, but this I think will give you some
problems. The art is resally and truly a thing of beauty, like nothing
you've ever seen before, because it's done entirely in watercolors —
no pen and ink lines et 211. Thst meazns you'd heve to pay a bit more
for halftone plates, end I doubt if even these would give you a decent
reproduction. I'll leave it up to you to see for yourself.

There were twelve issues with the AVENGERS altogether, but the
stories were pretty bad, DIach issue had only two large-size pages,
and there were a2bout 3 or 4 distinct adventures..out of a2 total of 24
pages! But the artwork, like I've said, is really something else.

You!'ll see for yourself.

You mention the publicity photos you obtained¢ from ABC. Is that
our ABC-TV or the Associsted British Television people? It would be
great if you were in touch with Julian Wintle, or somebody directky
connected with the series. I would do/pay/trzde 2lmost anything to
get a hold of one of the scripts.

Hold everythingl! I elmost forgot. I have at home cnother comic,
a British edition from about 1961 or 62, called TV CRIMEBUSTERS.



Which features en AVENGERS story, o montage of drawings znd photo-\l9
graphs (the effect isn't really so good) of the series before S
our Mrs. Peel was introduced., I assume you do know about the original
formet, with Steed playing second bsnana ... it wesn't too good. At
leest, though, it accounted for who was avenging vhom."

Not only will this whet the appeptites of some of you, but there
is more yet. There was a third AVENGERS comic series.

I'd heard that EQ Apriil, Jr. had something in the AVENGERS
comic strip line, and he offered to show me what he had. Rather than
write nim, I visited him and saw the series first hand. As I live in
Detroit end he lives in Ann Arbor, the distance wss no resl problem.

I'm glad thet I took the time end trouble to visit him. Not only
did Ed ard T have a refreshing cnit--chat with many absent souls being
knifed in the back (old fennish custom), but I learned more about his
problems in reproducing oldé comic strips.

You see, Ed has bezen teking meny of the old strips, daily and
Sunézy, ~nd having then professionzlly printed and bound into attract-
ive beoks, softcover, of course. THE SPIRIT, TARZAN OF THE APES and
others have been re-done to date. FLASH GORDON, PHRINCE VALIANT and
some few more are either in the planning stage or thinking stege. A
real stinker for him is the fact thet printing costs for him run the
per tool: rrice out of this world....%$4.50 to £5.00 apiece, say. And
he gets then in 500 copy lots. He was asking how an AVENGERS book
would sell, even at such a price znd I told him the honest truth. I
would estimate that the first eighty would sell as fast as the word
got out. After that, it would be up to the Gods znd Feate,

Before EG puts such a project into the Thinking Stage he must
know quite a good deal more. For exemple, 211 he hes is ten peges of
phuto-nrocfs fiom the publisher., He received these ten pages in a
large batch of other British comic—strip material. The batch includ-
ed I'ODESTY BLAISE, GOLTFINGER and a half-score of miscellaneous items.
Ed Gces not knew whether there were any more of this particuler group
of stories on the AVENGERS theme. Whether he mill be eble to obtain
tham. And whether they will number enough to mszke up at least a 64~
page book. . At the time we talked, I did not realize that these were
not the PIANA strips that Bob Latona mentioned. And we did not know
of the TV CRIMEBUSTERS thing, either. For the ten pages Ed has is
definitely not suited to vater—colors, that!'s for sure. They are
avarcge and very hard pen—and-ink sketches, more suited to the dzily
strips we are used to then anything like & soft watercolor DIANA,

As far 2s I know, it would be possible to reprocuce these comic
stories for ye....but at ¢ ridliculous price. Hundreds of dollers
at the very least. Notethe plural in hundreds.

A cheaper method for much of the work would be electro—stencil.
This woulcd suit my mimeograph just fine, be cheaper, but would be
utterly unebie to tackle anything a2long the line of those DIANA strips.

This is one of those things that vill remain very much up in the
air vntil some firm idea has been reached of the extent of AVENGERS
appecrances in comlc form.  You might write ©&d Aprill, Jr. at 5272
West Liberty Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan (48103) and let him know if
ye think $5 too much for a book which would probably feature all1 three
sources cof AVENGERS comic—dom.

Or write me. I'm not much of a2 masochist but tell me anyways.

Tnere is the legal line to be discovered as well, of course. But
Ed assures me thet receiving permission from the British publishers
1s no problem. Unlike their Americen counterpsrts, their rapscious
appeptites do not include giving the threaded stock to smateur folk
w10 woulé be no commercial comptetition to them.

Jere's a liberal cocktail of hydrocyeznic acid to Yonk publishers.



DEPT. OF REPRINTS

The following clips
are reprinted entire,
with their credits
beforehand. The
editor earnestly
hopes that the pro
publishing concerns
whose material I'm
swiping will forgive
me, and will please
not sue the editor
es he isntt rich any—
ways and bleeds quite
easily.

Thank you all.

The Detroit Free
Press, September 7th,
1967, TV section.

by Bettelou Peterson.

"The "season"
started Tuesday as the
first of the new shows
debuted. Now comes
the hovls from people
who suddenly realize
their "favorite" prog—
ram isn't going to be
around anymore,

Loudest protests sre from "The Avengers" fens, 2 small but steady
group who enjoyed the high—-styled English-made series, ABC has used it
twice 25 a "Second Seeson" sub for some disester. This yesr there is
no word of "Avengers"™ in the wings for Januery. And if it should be
resurrected, it would have to be in reruns. The show is no longer in
production.

Diana Rigg; who was Mrs, Peel did not want to do another year and
would have had to be replaced. (She was the Second Mrs. Peel. Honor
Blackman originated the part.) Patrick MacNee, who was Steed, is
heading for New York looking for work."

Al so mentioned was "The Saint", another high-style English mystery
which happened to appeal to me also.

"iThe Saint" is snother show whose departure will be noted. It had
built uo a substantial following and even reached the top 10 rated shows.



But as TV puts its year together, = show populer in the summer has | el
no chence of return until the following Januery et best.® |

As pointed out- earlier, ABC has already spent the geetus for 13
of the colour shows, ené is hardly likely to throw thet sort of slick
dovn the drain. She was quite accurate otherwise, however. In an-—
other article which I wish now I had clipped, the 13 shors were 2ll
filmed by August of this year and in the vaults of ABC. Rigg then
went out for some other work, finding the choice plum mentioned pre—
viously. The "Midsummer Night'!s Dream" prize.

Since the shows for more "Saint" zdventures heve already been
filmed Over There, it is highly probesble that both of them will be seen
on the screen this Janusry.

But BONANZA just hangs in there, as well as GUNSMOKE ané BEVERLY
HILLBILLIES and PEYTON PLACE. No wonder Howard DeVore terms it "The
Comic Book That Turns It!s Own Pages®". Nowadays even Mickey Mouse end
Donald Duck have more appeal snd they've turned into 2 pair of suburb-—
an finksl

Pardon me vhilst I slash mine wrists,

The best method, I've been informed, is to first fall the tub
vith scelding water. Then you turn off the lights, firmly clasping &
nice sharp razor (Buy Sheffield For That Edge Thet Countsg. You turn
off the light so you can't see 211 the purty purplish colour the bath—
water turns. Then, with your skin entirely anaestherized by the very
hot water, you slash in a line following the artery. By following the
artery line, you insure that no one can just pin it beck together
agein. From authorctive reports the method is entirely painless, and
I have recommended it to quite a number of unkind souls. Unfortunately
they have tended to ignore my heartfelt advice and continue to heng in
there. You do 2 person a favor ond they &till don't appreciate it.....

If any of you cesire any further medical tips, Jjust call on your
local neighborhood cuack, Thenk you.

CLEVELAND AMORY IS MY KIND OF CRITIC He cuts deep, but most of the
time the reeding public does not

realize how deep. The system is referred to as, correct me if I am
wrong, faint praise. The menner by which he assigns a show to the
wastebin is usually underlined by a semi-phrase referring to the fret
that the show in auestion hes some things in its favour.

Rather like the Britishism nee someone who hates dogs and small
children cen!t be all bad.

I hope to get the first Cleveland Amory ecritique of the o0ld black—
and—whit e AVENGERS, but at present here is the lrst one, referring to
the colour shows so recently interred.

THE TV GUIDE, April 29th, 1967. By Cleveland Amory,

THE AVENGERS

A yesr ago, when this British adventure story first crossed the
TV see, we tolé you we liked it. But we kidded it for some of the
plots — particularly the one where, in 2 simuleted jungle in the wilds
of Fnglend, a group of disposed rubber plentation ciners decided to
let loose on the loczl oopulstion 1000 tsetse flies. Compared to this
season'!s AVENGERS plots, however, last yesr's tsetse flies were noth-
inz., In recent weeks we've had: (1) the story of a pretty -girl nemed
- Veaus who believes there is 1life on Venus but, just to make sure,
. czases an 2wful lot of death on earth, (2) the story of a "see—through”
ran who not only invented a formula for invisibility but goes around
Cissvting, via murder, the fact thst seecing is believing, (3) the
.5t2.7-.of a Captain Crusoe vho flies valueble missile documents out of



BE)the country by virtue of the fact that he is & parrot, end also
~rins afoul of the Internationsl Exhibition of GCaged Birds whose
organizer is - now get this — Edgar Twitter, and (4) the story of a
professor who not only mekes "duplicate" people but even the kind of
people who can't be killed. One of them 1s run over and killed by a
selesman, then escapes, and is run over again — whereupon the salesman
shouts, M"I've killed him! I've killed him againl"

The producers, it may be said, have done the same with their show.
ALl this plot nonsense has been =t the expense of whet @-s once, despite
its sotiric overtones, a genuinely engrossing adventure story. Anc for
this show to be killed not once but twice is doubly sad beceuse its
two principels, Pstrick MzcNee (Steed) ené Disna Rigg (Mrs. Peel)
deserved better., Originelly in a previous British TV show, MecNee, cs
John Steed was only the second lesd-enurbsne and witty henchmen for the
main cherzcter; When British audiences began clamouring for more of
the henchman end less of the hench, however, MacNee and Steed were
given 2 series of their own, "THE AVENGERS", anc¢-, vith bovler end brolly
were socn on their merry wey. As for Disna Rigg, she too rose from the
ranks - succeeding the first feminine star of the series, Honor Black-
men. Md she is now easily not only the most beautiful but probrbly
the best sctress on the TV screen on either side of the Atlantic.

This sesson, though, according to zm official rele=zce, the prod-
ucers decided to meke Emma more "leodylike" — alwcys, in our opinion, a
mistaske. In any case, she no longer employed kerate but chenged to
gung-fu. She still, however, has her m=rvelous touches. 5Strrting to
aim a pistol, or jump a wall, or whatever, she sterts, then cquickly
fluffs her heir, then re-aims or re-jumps.

Ah, the vityof it, a fine actor, a great actress, a good, adult,
sophisticated shov — all gung-fu." o

Unfortunately it eppears that "The Avengers" will die not two but
three deaths, the one very, very final. For it will end with next
fall?'s "New Seecson" ot the latest. Also, unfortunetely, the conment on
the colour shows by Mr, Amery seems justified to some extent. They did
not seem a2s tightly written and plotted as the black—sznd-whitel!s. More
as 1f they vere indeed deliberstely attempting to attrect = lerger Yank
sadience (as. one Britisher put it). On this tempowizing attempt to
build an.zudience over here by "Americanizing® their show, some bit of
the blame for the show's death must be inevitebly laid, For they did
ever so slightly lovwer their writing standarcs, it secmed (though for
our sake, Thank God, not the acting). But even then they were much too
esoteric for the bland fmericen audience; Even then their standards
were too far above the usuel moronic interest levels to mesmerize that
mythetical entity, the Average Viewer,

I might also note that it wes the Mad, Mad, M~d eye—doctor who was
doing the dirty work on the odd bods in "From Venus With Love".

Thet the "See-Through Man" did not invent the formula precisely,
but did invent the chain of thought that 2llowed the mechini zations
necessary to mske people think there mas zn invisible men about.

That Ceptain Rcbinson Crusoe (the parrot) didn't fly the cocuments
out but carried the decisive d-ta in his little pre-coded brein and
gifted larynx. 4

Howiever, on "Never, Never Say Die" (the one with Christopher Lee
playing the Mad, Mad Professor) he wes quite accurate.

Al so, unless my mmmory tekes me for o turn, that original TV show
that MacNee played o very second-Banana henchmen in wasvthe oId, olcd,
old live "Avengers", The ones vith Honor Bleackman.

After all, "The Avengers" is something like eight yesrs old over
there, and some Fnglish I know foncdly, remember things like micro—
phones bouncing overhead vhilst the villains thesten to torture Honor



Blackman. Doors opening before a karate kick could throw them off/ag;
their hinges. A bottle of Cuiness (with beer still in it) on an &=
sbandoned Nazi death device, left since the Blitz supposecly, and
Steed trying to defuse it vithout knocking the half-full bottle over,
MacNee talking to Moscow on a wall radio end the microphone pulls out
and lesves Steed there telking into a mike very obviously not connect—
ed to anything.

They must have been 2 strange combination of paradise anc hell
to produce, though fab to watch.

It olso reminds me of that one Honor Blackman show, snd hovw she
lesped out of her auto end right into 2 cuertet of deadly types =nd
put on as pretty =n exhibition of judo and kerate s it hes ever been
my pleasure to view. There was a girl who always seemeC to be wear—
ing leather. Which must have delighted the fetishests no ena.

A real fun show. You were aliays wondering what one-line groener
or gadget they would trot out next. Always with that odd flair, of
which so much lingered on into this series. Honor Blackman!s very
patent talent s never showed up to benefit in YGOLDFINGER! and only
sporadically in "Room At The Top?®.

HEAD AND SHOULDERS ABOVE THE COMPTETITION John Mansfield, that spy
from Cenadian Intelligence,
thet wandered about much of the New York SF Convention, has sent me a
very interesting article clipped from his locel Cenadian paper. Many
thank s,
It doesn't mention her "Ban-The-Romb" views, but does mention her
stint with DALAYAY A/ EXSLALLON/MELUIAE the Royel Sheakespesran Compeny

and her modelling. Reed on, Machurf.
THE TORONTO TELEGRAM, week of June 9-16, 1967 by Robert Musel.
MISS RIGG NEEDS VERY TALL LEADING MEN

Loncon — The only thing that cen keep Diana Rigg from becoming an
international film star is the shortage of tall leading men. She in—
sists she is just 5 feet 8% inches, but anyone who hss seen her tele-
vision series, The Avengers, will note that wearing sencels she 1is
eye~to—eye with her co—star, Pstrick MacNee.

And MacNee is 6 feet 1.

Miss Rigg has heard 211 the usuel horror stories tall gixls, ape
told when Hollywood mekes its offers: How Ingrid Bergman (5 geet 10)
had to stend in a hole in the ground for love scenes with one famous
star and how another neme celebrated on motion picture theatre mer—
quees climbed on a box to kiss her tenderly in another film.

If =n ector can't stend on his owvn two feet to kiss Miss Rigg
they are either going to have to get snother actor or cut out the
love scenes. In her eerly coreer 2s a Shekespezran actress ( "I wes
the tallest Cordelia in the vorld" ) she hac 11 the sloping about

- with bent knees she is ever. going to do. From nov on she is going to
look the world right in the eye — and & tell world it vill have to be.

Miss Rigg wes telking off the set of "The Avengers" in which she
plays the widowed Mrs. Fmma Peel who, for recsons never reveeled by
the scriptwriters, joins John Steec (M~cNee) in his bizarre adventures.
Although she leaves the shov at the end of the present filming in
Migust, she was plecsed by news from the Unitecd States thezt ABC-TV
has signed it into next year.

MacNee, vho claims descent from the original Robin Hood, specul-
ated thet perhaps before the finsl fadeout this summer, the script-
writers also will decide for thom he works. And more important, his
exact relationship with Mrs, Peel.



2*!?“I'm 2 speciel agent- of sorts working presumably for some cdepart—
ent of the government," he szid, "But they've never felt it necess—
ary to make 1t more specific than that or even to give me a back-
ground. I gather I'm a wealthy bachelor. : But the shovw!s e great
success as it is, so perheps it will end some dey without my ever know—
ing."

Miss Rigg seid it was surprising how few people remarked on the
leck of romance in the series. She znd MacNee maintain a friendly
formality. They never kiss though he infrequently will peck her on the
cheek. He never cells her Fuma, alweys Mrs. Peel. For thet matter,
she never cells him John, alwszys Steed or Mr. Steed. In one eplsode
they were in a hotel room together but, to quote the royal motto,

"Honi Soit Qui Mal y Pensem" —— "Evil to him who evil thinks",

"Nothing was suppesed to have happened," Miss Rigg seid., "It's
left up to the audience to decide whether we were intimate in the past
or might be in the future. Right now I simply get patted from time to
time like a good horse.”

Recently Miss Rigg signed for her first starring film role, the
Roysl Shekespear Company production of Midsummer Night's Dream. She
will be pleying opposite David Warner who is a szfe and comfortable
6 feet 3. She is considering, among other offers, 2 Hollywood contrect
that would earn her a total of #1 million for seven years.

Her sgent thinks che cen do better, Her fan mail from the United
States on The Avengers swemped her British studio and for = while she
was driving around in her little car with sacks of letters in the back
seet. She answers = few with the 2id of her feamily, but the sheer
volume has defested her, '

‘Miss Rigg studiend at the Royesl School of Dremetic Art and wom a
contract with the Royzl Shakespeare Compeny when she was only 20 after
a brief career as a model, "I turned up on a rainy dsy in a shapeless
raincoat and Wellingtons (gumboots) =nd that wes thet as a model.®
Since tall comediennes don't happen very often in show business, Miss
Rigg soon found herself with leading roles in King Lead, Midsummer
Night!s Bream and The Comedy of Errors and toured the United States and
Russia,

Miss Rigg never discusses her private life. Obviously a gay and
beautiful girl of 28 who likes Champagne, gembling and the company of
swinging people must have boy friends. Miss Rigg admits to one ser—
ious romance but says she does not believe she will ever marry the man.

She does not think her attitude at all unusual, But then she!s
the kind of girl who forgets door keys from time to time and has to
smash her front window with a milk bottle to get inside. She doesn't
think that!?!s unususl either,¥

What unusual hsbits? It sounds perfectly normal to me. But then
I'm termed an 1conoclast by my neighbors anywsys. Most souls who are
physicslly out of the ™norm" tend to fall into bne or tvwo pattemms,
Either they seem to go around subserviently trying to apologize for
being different., Or become very indepdent minded and acquire what I
Term a healthy sensé of identity and proportion of values. They comm—
ent frequently that they are the way they are ancé those who become
irritated are free to go el sewbere. Indeed that seems to be whet =
proportion of the Rigg appeal is besed upon. That she feels herself
to be worthy and anyome who steps on her gets teeth marks on their feet.

A rather rerreshing doctrine of life after the forever-on—about of
the normal Yankee of mob culture., "If everyone thinks that'!s right,
why then that must be right" leans hesvily on my soul.

On which note I toke lesve of you out there, Will try to have
#2 out about this time next month. Ve shall see.

Yhos, Mr. Richzrd Schultz
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No doubt ye art vwoncering just
whet connection the title sbove hes
with whet emounts to a2 Tr=ding Post
corner. I'll be glzd to tell ye. None.

In the next issue, this will be
the lettercolumn.

At the present this section is
composec entirely of cescriptions of
stills, the nublicity nhotos I wes
able to gerner from the kind offices of
ABC. These cre 211 duplicctes of some
rhotos I m keening in ny ovn collzct-
ion, These duplic: tes zre therefore
being offered for scle, to interested
nerties. Alss, if only I coulcd keep
the mcney to defray the cost of this
booncdoggles. .

As expleined eecrlier in the m-~g-
azine, whilst =t the New York Science
Fiction Convention, I pledged support
to the TOFF Fund by promising the monies
from any extre still photos for the
Fund, Whet fund, you ask?

The Trans-Ocernic Fen Fund, a cher-
itable collection cesigned to gother in
the geetus necessary to bring over (end
return) one Takumi Shibano., Takumi is
pretty well acknovlecdgel es the number—
one Fen Frce (to use =n archaic term) in
Japanese Science Fiction Fandom. He is
credited with birthing much of present
Jepanese SF Fendom &nd mic—vifeing ot
the arrivel of home—grown Japrnese S-F.

In eny event, quite 2 number of
types heve gotten together to reise the
loot to bring him over. I am now in
thet number, netch.

Vorking on thet premise, let me
establish come sort of pnrice for these
things. Apiece they're — .50¢.

Five fers- 2700,

Fleven for - $4.00.

~Checksy money orders (end very
reluctantly) stemps will be eccepted. I
edvise cgeinst sencding very much money
ig™eachn  In f-e,~T"d be hHappy 55 Fe
a1 dn" e siemd  smt eeish ‘5t all, but shat!d
be esking too much.

Please list alternates wnherever
possible, or =zévise vhether you went me
- to remit the unused bal=nce back to ye.




2\6,}tl.‘he coding system obvious in my listing of these photos is simply

a private indexing for my own reference, DR system stunds for Diana
Rigg, with DRPM standing for photos with Patrick MacNee in them zs
well, Diana Rigg by herself is listed =s DRA, to differ them from the
other DR series. PM stends for Pat MacNee and # stencs for misc.

A1l these are glossy black-and-white publicity stills, unless I
mention otherwise, £ll are 8X10 size.

DRPM27 (7X9) Rigg and MacNee. Outdoors posed shot, castle in back-
ground, garden, etc. MacNee in gray suit with chesterfield
collar, bowler (grey) end brolly in right hend. Rigg is in an
0dd fencing costume consisting of a jump suit with the thigh-
length pants attached to a pair of white kmee boots, Velvet
cloth with white sleeve pipe snd edging.

DRPM2/~-A (7X9) Ssme costumes on both Rigg end MacNee. Seme estete,
facing awey from castle,. In foreground is a small (53 foot
long) child's "hongon Taxi®", with small bloné child (about
three yeers old) in front sest looking very askance ot the
photographers. BRigg, hands on hips, is smiling domn et the
kid, MacNee by her side,

DR18 Posed studio shot. BRigg 1s standing in front of large throne-
like chair, hair done up in bouffant uplift style. She is
dressed in a fire-engine red silk lounging pajema outfit (elas
that this is in bleck-end-vhite,..So use your imagination).

Oon her right a cosucssien in loose Tong So Doo outfit stends in
simple gung-fu defensive pose, On her left an oriental man also
stondsin a slightly different defensive posture, he is similarly
dre?sed. Miss Rigg has a hend lightly resting on each gentle—
men!s arm,

DR19 Same situation as ebove, ~nd costumes. Rigg is looking very
bored, she is lounging in the throne-like cheir, right leg over
arm of cheir, right hend near face in relaxed pose. Two types
positioned =s before, more open defensive postures.

DRPM1/ Same throne-like chair, MacNee is sitting in it, with derk
suit and bowler in left hend, held z2loft a bit. Rigg is in
the same outfit, right leg thrown across chair and MacNee!s
lap, right hand on arm of chair, MacNee has right hend very
nicely on her knee. Living it up, (My God, she's got a
pair of long stems on her, thoughl) Lovely,

DR16 Posed studio shot, Miss Rligg is Cressed in textured light cloth
mini-dress, and over it is 2 patterned cloth coet cut very split.
Three buttons at hip, in front, wicde collers. She's got on a
beatle~type cop end textured hose, A very dissolute looking
young refugee from a TB eclinic is seated in thet throne-chair,
both hends on the srms, legs spread wide, Miss Rigg is stend-
ing in front of him, practically on his knee, right amm very
friendly around his should:rs, left hand held in front of her at

.Hip level, Open~sided low heel shoes for Miss Rigg.

DR17 Posed studio shot, Scme costume for Miss Rigg, Teoll moust—
ached type, very sporty looking, is behind rigg, his hands at
her waist, Legs epart, Miss Rigg is pulling down that
beatle~hat over her head vith both hends. She is smiling. He
is smiling, Ist Das Nicht FEine Gnidge Frau? Ja, Das Ist Eine
Gnidge Fraul : :



DR20

Posed studio still. Some very nect, well-dressed young husk;\ef?
cleen-cut ruffian type is stending vith his hends behind his
beck. Neat dark suit, light-coloured shirt, curly blond hsir.
His head is getting massaged by Miss Rigg's right hend and he is
looking very patient zbout the vhole thing. Miss Rigg has her
hair in that bouffent up-1ift style and is in a very lecrg “tt-
erned mini-dress(you can tell it's the best mod gsaudy styf;§ end
tinted hose, with those open—-sided low-heel shoes. She hes her
right hend in his hair, left hand very jaunty on her hip.

TR21 Seme neat young ruffien is looking very askence at things, very
unsmiling. He is seated in a Regency chair and hes Miss Rigg
draped across his lap in the sbove costume. She looks very dis—
tressed, right hand to her temple, heacd back end gazing &t the
ceiling, other arm limp. No doubt she's just noticed the run
in her tinted hose.

DR25

DR23

PR2

Feshion shot., Rigg is in & very fetching high—waist Directorate-
style pure vhite evening gown, ankle length, bouffant high-lift
hair style slightly different from the above one, hair pulled
back more straighter from face. ©She is lezning back into the
arms of a short stocky Negro who is wearing the costume of one
of Great Britein's weight-ligting Olympic teem. Miss Rigg is
gazing slightly to her left and above, very relaxed, her full
lace sleeves lightly lifted by the negro's hands to waist height,
(Close observers will note that undemmesth the beckground peper
there is a smell box, very artfully creped end¢ concerled. The
weight-lifter is stending on it end Miss Rigg in front of him,
and she's bere-footed. She is 2 tall girl, after 2ll....)

Much the same pose, Miss Rigg is looking st cemera, anc oh, what
a perfect face.

Agein the seme costumes. Miss Rigg is stending slightly in

front of the negro weight-lifter, right hends out znd held to—
gether, left hand on her w#sist, in very typicel quedrille
movement pose. She's looking haughtily at camera. The differenc
in height shovws up more clearly here, he lacks his box.

DRPM?28 Posed studio still. Miss Rigg in an FmmaPeeler suit, eyes

closed and lezning on MacNee in dark suit-bovler-brolly. Our
negro welght-lifter has been joined by & caucesian (elso very,
very muscular s 1s the negro)in a similar weight-lifter!s
costume. They are "pulling" on MacNee's furled umbrella.
MacNee is sniling and looking over his shoulcer =t Miss Rigg.

DRPM29 Precticelly the same pose, Miss Rigg is looking very straight

at camera, velght-lifters look serious.

DR22 In snother FEmmaPeeler suit, Miss Rigg is being held completely

e2loft ené above the head of the negro weight-lifter. One hend
at hips, another =t armpit, =nd he makes holding her aloft look
SO easy..... He's smiling, Miss Rigg has wvry smile on.

DRA2% Full face publicity still, Miss Rigg is looking directly into

cemerz, head slightly tilted, slight smile on face. Only face
an¢ shoulders shoin. Very reccomnenced.

TRA2.4 Very much the same shot, only she is smiling quite openly nowe



28/ -

DRALS

From knees up, posed studio shot. Miss Rigg is in slightly-
navy style coet, with buttons on left shoulder, three more at
left hip, very derk heevy material. Miss Rigg hes both hands
to her cheeks, smilingly lightly.

DR26 Posed studio shot. ' Facing camera, and wearing a black ribbed

DR27

DRAZ

PRAL

DRA28

turtle-neck sweater, brown curried cloth jacket, seme materiel
belt over mery slightly ribbed black tights, with hip—length

suecde leather boots with Tucor slits at knees, is our Miss Rigg.
She has a swagger—stick in her left hand (hend et hip), right hend
on shoulcder of bod in jockey uniform, complete with goggles and
cap. Her right boot is being held stirrup—fashion by the jockey
and he looks extremely distressed over the situation.

Seme costumes 2s before, only now the jJjockey is on the floor on
all fours and Miss Rigg is astride his back, much as horse anc
rider. The jockey still looks unhappy.

(7X9) oOutdoors posed shot. Miss Rigg is "driving" a London Texi,
looking over her right shoulder at cemera. She's vesring a
very silky sleeve-less blouse and silk pants, end is smiling.

(7X9) Same zs before, closer shot. She is looking very mischeav-
ous over her right shoulcer, leaning out 2 bit and showing a mere
hint of cdecollatage. Delightful smile,

Close-up shot of Miss Rigg, smiling, looking off to her right,
very toothbrush smile. Recommended,

DRA9-A-B Miss Rigg in an FmmaPeeler suit, full figure posed studio shot. ™

The suit is the sleeveless one with the watch and the holes

at eech hip shown on the cover of the Garforth novel, THE
FLOATING BAME, This one is & side view, her hands on her upp—
er arms, locking over her left shoulcer at the cameres, a

smell pistol (.22 Beretta looks like)in her right hend, a

sly smnile on her fece.

DRA1O Same costume &as before, posed studio shot. Miss Rigg has the

small purse-gun in in right hand, left hand on hip, she is fac-
ing the cemere, legs in wide stence, very broad smile.

DRALZ Seme costume, closer shot, from knees up only. Steed!s umbrella

DRALZ

DRAL6

is cockily held on right shoulder, left at hip, holding Steed!s
bowler, rim out to you. Very broad smile esgein.

Seme costume, 2lso from knees up view. Umbrella handle behind
head now, bowler being tipped to ye vith her left, as if in a
soft-shoe routine.

Seme costume, but it!s outside with a vastle in the background.
Full figure shot, thumbs hooked into those holes at the hips,
heir blowing very free and vild in wind, looking to left, legs
siiightlywrapart.

DAPM18 Outside posed shot, close-up of Miss Rigg and MacNee in their

"working clothes", Miss Rigg is wearing the same costume as
above, but with a full-length sleeved jacket on and zipped up
to the throst. MacNee in grayish suit, bowler, brolly, looking
to his right at her, she is looking ahead, fiddling with thct
wetch on thet chain, hair blowing free. Very nice.
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"TRPM2/-A (7X9) outside posed shot. Castle in beckground, MacNee i§\?‘
supposedly pughing a vintege auto (older than his 1927
Bentley et any ‘rate)along. Miss Rigg is in the driver's
seat and aniling down at the grinning MacNee., Same costumes
as before, Miss Rigg still has that ;acket on. (It jolly
well gets nippy in England, ye know.

DRA15 Clip from THE FEAR MERCHANTS show. The illo on the cover of
the Garforth, THE DEATH OF GLORIA MUNDAY showed her in the same
costume, and is a clip 2lso from that show, showing her finelly
getting rescued by Steed. In this clip she's tied to the chair
and looking straight shead (indominitable spirit and 21l that).
Black suede pants, grey-black suede jacket with sleeves cdis—
sppearing into gloves.

DRAL, Same costume 2s above, only this is a posed studio shot., Hips
up, Miss Rigg is fecing us, left hand on her hip, right hsnd
holding slightly aloft a 1780's Horse Pistol. Ho, ho, stend
and deliver, your monies or your lifel

DRA23 Clip from THE FEAR MERCHANTS, Scene is the enteroom(derkened)
of one of Reven!s comptetitors. The comptetition is being done
dirt to by this outfit, ye remember, by playing on their deep
hidden fears end cdriving them over the brink with that fear.
Emma Peel is in that FLOATING GAME jump suit, with jacket on,
and looking slightly cfeeredly to her teft. Very dark room.

DRA31 Clip from one of the old black-end-white shows. Close-up of &
frightened looking Mrs. Peel in black le~ther outfit.

DRA24 Clip from THE HIDPEN TIGER., Mystified Fmma is fremed by a
scenery composed of glasswate tubing, from the agricultursal
research station. Close-up shot.

DR6 (7X9) Clip from THE HITDEN TIGER., Cheshire, the head of P.U.R.R.
is consolingly patting Mrs. Peel on the hand. Scene is the HQ
of P.U,R.R., where Mrs. Peel has gone to "report" a missing
tabby cat. Miss Rigg is blowing her nose into a very small hend—
kerchief in the manner of weeping females, she is sitting on a
couch, Cheshire is stending, giant cat statue in background.

DRPM2 (7X9) Clip from THE HIDDEN TIGER, Steed is explaining to Mrs.
Peel about his visit to vhat he discovered¢ was the cat-lover'!s
HQ of Englend, P.U.R.R. Mrs. Peel is holding the cat~shaped
pamphlet he was given and looking very wry at e gesturing Pat
MacNee. MecNee in charcoal wocl suit, Rigg in lavencder mini-
dress with no sleeves, if my memory serves me right.

DRA5 (7X9) Clip from the show were the nasties were using that parrot
titled Copteain Robinson Crusoe to smuggle the necesszery secret
date out of the country. Rigg is posing as a model for this
somevhzat nutty photographer, ancd is swathed in a Union Jack,
seated next to the cecged Capt. Robinson Crusoe, #nd she is hold—
ing a pmtchfork in her right hend., And wearing a2 godawful black
floppy hat. She represents the Ririt of Agriculture.

DR12-A~B (7X9) Clip from one of the old ®lack—and-white shows., It's
an action shot, where Mrs, Peel is fighting this young bald—
ing typein a very much-to-the-death conflict thing. She is
being throrn over his hip at this second, with 2 tight neck
hold by him on her,
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“DRPM19 Clip from "From Venus, With Love". Miss Rigg is strepned to
an examining chair, in the eye doctor!s office. But she's
actively kicking the silver-clothed assistant villein in the
chest. In the background right MacNee (with the bowler on
yet!) is winding up to deal him a clobbering blow. Scene is
from where the Doc had becn getting ready to do in Mrs. Peel
with his laser, but Steed (much in the fashion of the 7th U.S.
Cavalry) has come to the rescue just in the nick. Steed in
brown suit, Miss Rigg in blue, dark blue, EmmaPeeler with white
stripes,assistent villain with goggles on.

DR1O (7X9)Seme scene as mentioned last page, bottom. Mrs. Peel is
fighting a balding young karate expert in the basement of =
building. Definitely a villainous type. Anyone who would hit a
Mrs. Peel has to be a villain. Miss Rigg is flying off, face very
contorted and in pain, young chap is in the follow-through of a
sword edge blow to her head or neck. Chap in sweeter, Rigg in
black leather.

DR11 Revenge at last! Hecd over heels goes the baddie. Miss Rigg has
just delivered a neatly executed smashing blow with the sword
"point" of her henc¢ and it must have stung a bit.

TR13 Another clip from "From Venus, With Love!'. Scene is the garege
of the eye—-doctor. ©She had just discovered the fancily-Rigged
auto of the doc's and the silver—clothed assistant villain has
pounced on her. Scene shows the FmmaReeler—suited Miss Rigg in
the process of aiding the asst.villain in a graceful flying mean-—
euver (or throw if you must use the creass description) over her
left thigh in a perfectly lovely leg throw, Nice action shot.

DR9 (7X9) Clip from unknown black-snd-vwhite show. Very fetishist if
ye ask me. Scene 1s underground dungeon type, Miss Rigg is wear—
ing a somewhat aebbrevisted one—piece outfit, a collar with sharp
protruding neils on it and very high, long button-up shoes—boots,
and long, long black gloves. She seems to be beating the bejesus
out of some chap in a2 semi-trapeze-artist's costume.

PRA3 Shot on shooting set. Miss Rigg is in her black leather suit,
seated on a fold-up chair between takes, ©She's holding an immen-—
se 5-foot tall teddy bear and smiling up at the Thing. Is there
no end to wvhet a publicity photographer will coneeive of?

DRPM6 (7X9) Clip from "Escape Into Time". This is the one where bhey
were following some types end they kept disappearing on them.
Mrs. Peel is gazing wonderingly at the black band—aids making a
small cross on Steed!'s cheek (woncdering who has been shaving
him, no doubt). MacNee in derk pin-stripe, bowler and brolly,
profile shot., Miss Rigg is in bectle-type cap, with that blue
hecvy cloth coat with the three left—-shoulder buttons and the
three left-hip buttons.

DRPM8 (7X9) Clip from some unknovmn show I don't recognize, hair styl—
ing makes me believe it's from the colour series. &t is out—
side, Steed is in heavy coet, ete., and is leading = Berkshire
type English shepherd dog, umbrella in right hand, Rigg to his
right. iss Rigg is in a white cream ribbed turtle neck sweates
and herring—bone patterned cloth mini-coat, tinted hosiery. I2
has tke pheony trees, etec., characteristic of a studio set trying
very hard to look like the outdoors. Miss Rigg is stending legs
apart, arms et side, very displease§ 1ook on her face.



L]

DRA22 Do you remember the colour show vherein Mrs. Peel and Steedtél
ran afoul both of the forces of S.N.0.B. but those of Nutski,
the hecd of the Russian Counter-Int in Fngland? Someone was
busily bumping off Russien agents end Nutski sent an incompt-
ent to bump off Steed and Mrs. Peel in revenge. The upshot of
the meeting was that Nutcki sent one of his boys off with Mrs,
Peel and = junoesque proletarion femsle agent off with Steed.
Eventuelly thev tracked down S.N.0.B. and Steed wnes captured by
the neferious group. Mrs. FPeel to the rescuel This one shows
Miss Rigg in a fencing costvame...wvhich she just Pedgled off a
S.N.O.B. femzle agent. She is retrieving the mask and foil of
the women behind cover of the door, end will then join the fenc—
ing lesson...tnd seve Steed.

DR5 (7X9) Clip from that S.N.0.B. thing. Trying to track down the
last movements of Grotski (one of the victims) Mrs. Peel goes to
s doctor znd hes just learned she has szié¢ she is suffering from
the seme silment as Grotski =nd that is bunions....he's 2 foot
doctor, DNutski's agent wes being dealt with outside the door you
will remanber. Pactel green suit, purple turtle-neck sweater,
creemy golden enkle boots for Mrs. Peel, shets in the doctor'!s
chair =nd looking somewhat dismeyedly surprised. The bespectacled
doctor is about to tile her beck,

DRPM1 (7X9) Clip from unremnemberec show sequence. Close-up of Steed
and Mrs. Peel, facing ecch other. Both seem to be listening to
trensistor radio type things, with the eer plugs and ell, in-
clvding the long coré from radio to eer plugs. RBiss Rigg in
light buff suit, vhite-cream turtle-neck swester, has a quizz—-
icel expression, esking MacNee something, and MacNee is replying.

DRPM?22 Obviously an old publicity relezse photo of Miss Rigg and Mec—
Nee, MacNee in formal tuxedo with bow-tie, holding Miss Rigg's
left hend., Miss Rigg in heir-do more gentle wave than drape as
seen iu the past series. She!'s in very rich-looking hip-length
fur cecet,. very toothpaste smile on both.

DRPM23 Same as. before, both looking 2 bit more zlive. Miss Rigg is
"adjusting” mMacNee's bow-tie. You can now see the sleeve of
Miss Rigg's brocad:c-pstterned formecl evening dress sticking
out of the jacktt.

STEZED FANS!

How would you like MacNee and Twiggy shots? MecNee protecting
Twiggy vith a drawvn svord (88)? Or Twiggy protecting MecNee with a
Thompson Machine Gun (89)? Or how about 2 clip from THE JOKERS, with
MacNee stending up in the Bentley end looking very worried (S3)?

I &zlso Lieve 1n my ovm collection such other gocdies as some rsther
superb protngraprhic portraits of MacNee, & besutiful job of photography
if T do cay so myself. Also with his then—white bowler from "From
Venus, VWith Love?! {(the results of his bowler getting zapped by the eye-—
doctor'!s lasar-gun}. Steed about to get bull—-dozed into a gravel pit
in a scene from "The Fear Merchants"., Other twiggy shots, Steed about
to discover ids brolly!s been tampered with and a bomb set into the
freme {the Capta’n Robinson Crusoe parrot thing).

Go oa, girls, F2gure out some way to bribe me out of them. Try
offering me something. Anything. Money?

2lso, as & curiousity item, do ye remember "The Destruction Of
Mrs. Emme Peel"? (Easily the best of the colour series). Do ye

- remember the aging male star who ves constantly switching from one 2
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ég%heetrical costume ancé meke-up
to another? He toock photos of

Mrs. Peel end@ Steed whilst peddl— FROM: y
ing by disguised as e vicer on a NEs SRithartd Schultz >
bicycle. He captured Mrs. Peel 19159 Helen P A
end transported her to the Z.Z. Detroit, Michigan A
von Snerk Studios whilst posing 48234 "

as 2 London taxi cab criver. He WL Sl | o’ e

wes the balcé vicar at the "wedd-
ing scene", the undertaker at the
"funerel scene". He played the
roles of & cowboy (who Mrs, Peel
outérew in e western saloon set),
an Indien, a Prussian officer
(vith machine gun), Al ex=ncer of
Macedonia (end got his ears
pinned by dur Mrs., Peel), a re-
turned Confederate officer, and
then, in the final set, a sinist-
er pale creepy Trensylvenian
Nobleman type. One of the old
silent-movie creeps.

Very effective actor., Did
anyone heppen to cetch his n:=me?

It follows, therefore, that »
I heve some photos of the said " ol -
unkmovwn actor. - Two stills, botls . L
of vhich contain four V“poses" in »~ o
them of the seme ~ctor. @1 hass o

, o
the aging actor. as he,was in the ", .2er] ;Sf ”
show, bhim as the creepy Count, EN _%:_ )9 AR N.. EFQTT_

the Prussien Uhlen =nd as he 3%86 (Pﬁ&‘\’WOOA)'T(BL.V1)

really is, sens make-up. @2 has = = = 7 2 ' - 00 PV

him s the returned Confederate
hero, the London Texi Cab driver, TXEQfofE;/ —————————
the fMmerican Incien and as the
"yicar" who wes performing Mrs. —-——-— - C’ EJEO—KE !—A— -
Peells wedcing on that hill in Jdoe40
CHEN StRdio, ° Ye55 e Mestarmmeie e 00 . ., T =t =
ion Of Mrs. Emma Peel" was quite
easily the best of the past
season'!s "Avengers".

All ready for the next?
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